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World Trade Center Delaware
Minutes of Meeting of the Board of Directors
23 January 2025
University and Whist Club
Time: 3:00-5:00

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was held on January 23, 2025, in person at the University
and Whist Club, located at 805 N Broom St, Wilmington, DE 19806. The meeting was called to order at
3:13 p.m. by George Kearns, Acting Chair of the WTC Delaware Board of Directors.

The following members of the Board, who constituted a quorum, were present:
Ravi Ammigan, Stephanie Chapman, Janet Dougherty, JC Fernandez-Seoane, Ken Grant, Bayard Hogans,
George Kearns, Ayanna Khan.

Proxies:
Carmen Facciolo, David Mathé.

Absent:
Anabel Panayotti, Rafael X. Zahralddin.

Staff:
Carla Stone, Nesrin Cakiroglu.

Guest:
Devonte Wilson, Northeast Outreach Manager, U.S. Global Leadership Coalition

Welcome
The meeting was called to order by George Kearns, Acting Chair of the World Trade Center Delaware, at
3:13 p.m. George and President Stone welcomed all attendees and expressed gratitude for their
presence.
President Stone introduced Devonte Wilson, the Northeast Outreach Manager for the U.S. Global
Leadership Coalition (USGLC). Devonte provided a brief overview of USGLC’s mission to strengthen

America’s global leadership by engaging influential voices from both the public and private sectors.

Meeting Minutes

In the absence of Secretary Zahralddin, Acting Chair George Kearns presented the minutes from the
November 13, 2024, meeting. The minutes were reviewed and approved following a motion that was
introduced and seconded.

President’s Report
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President Carla Stone provided an update on the organization’s recent accomplishments and ongoing
initiatives. She also led a discussion on the organization’s priorities for the upcoming year.

The Board called for nominations and volunteers for the Advisory Board.
President Stone also provided updates on program participation and highlighted the success of recent
initiatives, including the release of International Delaware Magazine, the Spotlight Delaware Legislative

Summit, and participation in the WTC Winternational event in Washington, D.C.

Program Participation

o 13 November USGLC Election Update webinar — Partner Promotion

o 2 December International Delaware Magazine released

o 5 December WTC Winternational, Washington, D.C.

o 6 December EXIM Council on Advancing Women in Business

o 9 December International Delaware Reveal, WTC Delaware

o 10 December Taste of Delaware, Washington, D.C.

o 18 December WHYY Community Advisory Board

o 8lJanuary Spotlight Delaware Legislative Summit

o 17 January Interview with Technical.ly Delaware

o January 21 The Inauguration of Matthew S. Meyer, 76th Governor of DE

Operations Report

Director of Operations and Training, Cakiroglu, presented the Operations Report, providing updates on
WTC Delaware's membership, administrative news, and recent workstreams. She also informed the
board about the resignation of the administrative assistant and outlined plans for moving forward.

Old Business
The board briefly acknowledged the Mutombo Coffee partnership initiative. Members were encouraged
to support the organization by purchasing coffee through the link provided. No further discussions were

held on old business topics.

Executive Session

An Executive Session was held to discuss confidential board personnel matters. No minutes were
recorded or released.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Chapman distributed the financial statements and provided an overview of WTC Delaware’s
financial health. She reviewed the budget, highlighted key expenses, and presented the Treasurer’s
report. Following a motion that was introduced and seconded, the financial statements were approved.

Next Meeting Date
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The upcoming Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for April 2", from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. The location

is yet to be determined.

Adjournment

Acting Chair Kearns and President Stone delivered closing remarks, thanking the Board members for

their time and valuable input during the meeting. With no further business to address, a motion to

adjourn the meeting was introduced, seconded, and approved. The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

EST.

e 30 January

e 19 February
e TBA

e 3-4 April

e 6-9 April

e 7-9 April

e TBA April
e 29-30 April
e 4-10 May
e 8 May

e 11-15 May
e TBA

e 23-27 June

Upcoming Calendar

WTC Delaware & Lipaworld Mixer: Redefining Remittances for the
African Diaspora, Whist Club

7% Annual Chocolate and Beer Tasting, Midnight Oil Brewing
Bulgarian Reverse Trade Mission, Delaware

SMART Technical Conference, New Jersey

World Trade Centers® Association Global Business Forum,
Marseilles, France - will have exhibit

Trade Winds, The Americas, Sao Paulo, Brazil

World Trade Center Delaware Day, Legislative Hall

EXIM Annual Conference, Washington, DC

International Trade Week

Kickoff to US-Africa Business Summit, Whist Club

Select USA, Washington, DC - will have exhibit

EXIM Training, Whist Club

US-Africa Business Summit, Luanda, Angola - will have exhibit
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