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World Trade Center Delaware
Minutes of Meeting of the Board of Directors
1 May 2025
University and Whist Club
Time: 1:00-3:00

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was held on May 1, 2025, in person at the
University and Whist Club, located at 805 N Broom St, Wilmington, DE 19806. The meeting was
called to order at 1:15 p.m. by WTC Delaware President, Carla Stone.

The following members of the Board, who constituted a quorum, were present:
Ravi Ammigan, Stephanie Chapman, Janet Dougherty, Carmen Facciolo, JC Fernandez-Seoane,
Ken Grant, Ayanna Khan, David Mathé, Representative Bryan Shupe.

Absent:
Senator Kyra Hoffner, Bayard Hogans, George Kearns, Anabel Panayotti, Rafael X. Zahralddin.

Staff:
Carla Stone, Nesrin Cakiroglu, Bandie Rantao, Harin Lee.

Guest:
Paul R. Myhre, Director of Operations, Maritime Exchange for the Delaware River and Bay

Welcome

President Carla Stone called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m., welcoming members and the
guest speaker. She introduced the new additions to the WTC Delaware Board of Directors:
Representative Bryan Shupe and Senator Kyra Hoffner (not present).

The Board observed a moment of silence in memory of Charlie Tomlinson, former Chair, who
passed away on January 25, 2025. His obituary was included in the meeting materials. Charles
Tomlinson Obituary

Next, President Stone introduced Paul R. Myhre, Director of Operations at the Maritime
Exchange for the Delaware River and Bay, as the guest speaker, who represented George
McCarthy, the new President of the Maritime Exchange.

Mr. Myhre provided a detailed overview of the Maritime Exchange discussing the organization's
mission and services, and its 150-year history supporting Delaware River maritime operations.
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Meeting Minutes

In the absence of Secretary Rafael Zahralddin, Board member Janet Dougherty presented the
minutes of the January 23, 2025, Board meeting for review and approval. Upon a motion duly
made and seconded, the minutes were unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Chapman presented the Treasurer’s Report and distributed the financial statements
for review. She provided a summary of revenues and expenses for the most recent quarter,
highlighting key financial activities and operational updates. Following discussion and
clarification, a motion to approve the financial statements was introduced, seconded, and
unanimously approved.

President’s Report

President Stone provided an overview of recent organizational activities, accomplishments, and
major initiatives undertaken since the last board meeting.

President Stone shared updates on two key World Trade Centers® Association (WTCA)
initiatives:

e WTCA Universal Trade Services Pilot Program (Washington, D.C., March 3-6):
WTC Delaware was selected as one of ten global centers to participate in the Universal
Trade Services Pilot Program.

e WTCA General Assembly & Global Business Forum (Marseille, April 6-9):
WTC Delaware participated in the Global Business Forum in Marseille, where it had an
exhibit booth. It engaged in the B2B and B2G sessions resulting in numerous trade leads
for Delaware companies. Carla Stone was accompanied by Kim Burdick who assisted at
the exhibit booth and provided information on Delaware’s historic, cultural, academic,
and tourist offerings.

She previewed WTC Delaware’s upcoming involvement in two major international events:

¢ Select USA Investment Summit ( May 11-14, Washington, D.C.)
Delaware Prosperity Partnership has requested WTC Delaware to participate in the DPP
booth at Select USA to provide information on trade and logistics.

e WTCA North America Conference (June 1-3, Kansas City):
The next WTCA North America Conference will address topics and policies unique to
WTCA’s North American members.
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e U.S.-Africa Business Summit (June 23-27, Angola):
WTC Delaware again will have an exhibition at the upcoming U.S.-Africa Business
Summit in Luanda, Angola in June.

Program Participation
e 30January  WTC Delaware & Lipaworld Mixer: Redefining Remittances, Whist Club
e 2 February  CIRC Speaker
e 18 February Tariffs Listening Session
e 19 February 7th Annual Chocolate and Beer Tasting, Midnight Oil Brewing
e 3-6 March WTCA Universal Trade Services, Washington, DC
e 12 March BIRD Foundation /WTC Delaware event
e 18 March MidAtlantic DEC Quarterly Meeting, Virtual
e 19 March NCCCC Policymakers, Sen. Lisa Blunt Rochester
e 19 March DSBDC Advisory Board Semi-Annual Meeting, UD

e 20 March Legislative Small Business Caucus, Dover

e 26 March Holland on the Hill, Embassy of Netherlands, Washington, D.C.

e 27 March Spring Manufacturing Conference

e 6-9 April World Trade Centers Association Global Business Forum, Marseille, Fr.

e 29-30 April EXIM Annual Conference, Washington

Operations Report

Director of Operations and Training, Cakiroglu, presented the Operations Report, offering
detailed updates on the current state of membership and recent administrative activities, and
announced new members.

Executive Session

An Executive Session was held to discuss confidential board personnel matters.

Next Meeting Date

The upcoming Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for July 16%, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. The
location is the University and Whist Club, located at 805 N. Broom St., Wilmington, DE 19806.

Adjournment

President Stone delivered closing remarks and expressed gratitude to Board members for their
time and valuable input throughout the meeting. With no further business to address, a motion
to adjourn was introduced, seconded, and unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned
at 3:03 p.m. EST.
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Upcoming Calendar (WTC Delaware Events)

e 8 May Kickoff to US-Africa Business Summit, Whist Club

e 11-15May Select USA, Washington, DC - will have exhibit

e 21 May EXIM Training, Whist Club

e 1-3June 2025 WTCA North America Conference, Kansas City, MO

e 9-10June USGLC, Washington, D.C.

e 18June TBA Visa Workshop

e 22-27 June US-Africa Business Summit, Luanda, Angola - will have
exhibit

e 9lJuly WTC Delaware Board Meeting

e JulyTBA Networking Event at Harvest Ridge Winery
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